


From the Minister

Every parent rightly expects that when their child is at school they
will be safe, nurtured and supported to learn. Similarly, teachers and
school staff should feel safe in their workplace.

It is however, & sad reality that some students
COMe 10 School with the attitude that hurting other
studients or staff is alght, They choose to upset

the good order of school lifie with intentional acts of
physical aggression that create unsafe situations for
others.

This typ: of attitude must change. We all know
violenoe adversely impacts those directly invohved -
with physical and psychological hamm a very real risk.

These acts aiso indirectly affect people in the wider
school community; disrupting the school routine
for many and impacting their sense of wellbeing,
confidence and tnest.

Reducing violence in our schools is a prority for the
McGowan Govemment and we are taking action to
‘atdress this growing community issue.

We have consulted stakeholders from across the
community and considered their advice on the most
effective ways to bring about change.

It is clear that we need 10 work Together 10 address
this issue in @ united way. Schools alone cannot
sotvi: this problem and they netd support from
families and communities.

A plan has been developed to Suppon school stafl
S0 they ane clear about what is expected, and
confident that their actions 10 mamtain onderky
leaming environments for students will be backed
by the Depanment of Education. The plan will atso
create a safer workplace for our teachers and other
school staff.

Physical aggression has no place in our schools
and the plan signals serious sanctions will be
autematically imposed whene students choose 1o
bt ethiers,

The plan focusas on the intentional physical
aggression and intent 1o ham others. Policy changes
will not apply 10 students with a disability who esther
cannot contred their Behaviour of do ot intend o
harm others,

The response to volent behasviour is a shared
responsability and the plan includes actions that call for
the broader community 1o be involed in real solutions.

Programs and resources will be available for parents
0 suppoet their chdren, young people will have their
woices heard and there will be ongoing discussion
with cornmunity leaders and stakehdiders.

There are no simple solutions to this complex
community issue, but we must do better. This plan is
the foundation for change - 10 take a stand together
- and to ensure our schools are safe places for
leaming.

Stle,

Hon Sue Ellery MLC

Minister for Education and Training
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ctions:

Automatic suspension for student
attack other students or inst

Principals to suspend
students who attack other
students or start fights

Principals to automatically
move to exclude any
student who physically
attacks school staff

ry Sl
education - but
. . 1to attack

New aftemative leaming w settings where an continue
settings for the most earning until they are ready to

2 return to mainstream schools.
violent students Effective support programs to change the

f violent students.

Ekﬂl’ ﬂd"he fm- m-im:inah' * From 201?. new guidelines for school staff
teachers and education et

assistants on authority

and responsibility to take

action

Provide training sve behavior, mergency
and support for £ estrain,
e
school staff teacher wil be trained as part of the
induction program.
More folow up support for school staff
affected by incidents.
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New ‘good standing'
requirements to be added

"good standing’

oid standing’ by
well,

Free parenting program
for parents of young
children

ACTION

Review critical
incident reporting
and monitoring

Support for schoods to report mone
consistent, refiable and useful incident
nformation.

ACTION

Spark a community
conversation about violence
in schools — with community
leaders and others

New resources to help people from
ACI0SS OUr COmMUNities foster a new
attitude to viclence.
Consul ith young people,

aff will inform the

10 make it
10 gveryone,
ncluding all of our young people,

ACTION

Depanment of Education
151 Foyal Stroet
East Penh
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Premier’s Youth Forum to
give young people a voice
and let them identify actions
they believe could address
violence in the community

Students to share their views on violence.
o ple to make recommendations
5.
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